SUNDAY WORSHIP
Trinitarian Congregational Parish of Castine
September 19, 2021

We welcome you to this special Zoom worship service of the Main Street Church,
developed as an alternative to in-person worship. As you join this special Zoom
meeting, we invite you to greet and check in with others present. The playing of the
prelude signals a settling time of quiet and meditation as we prepare ourselves for the
Word of God. Please mute your device microphone when you hear this signal, and
leave your device muted for the entire worship service. Feel free to participate in
responses and hymns while your device is muted.
Following worship we invite you to join in fellowship with other Zoom worshippers.

Join our Zoom worship service by clicking on the link below (Sunday beginning at 9:15 am):

Click here to Zoom

You may also choose to watch
this worship service on our YouTube site:
Click here for our YouTube channel.

Other Links
Our website: www.tcpoc.org
The Sermon Blog: www.tcpoc.wordpress.com
Our audio Podcast: Click here for our audio Podcast
Our Facebook Page: Click here to visit our Facebook Page
The Church Calendar: Click here to see the Church Calendar
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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH

We welcome you to worship in this special place, and hope that you feel free to greet your
friends and neighbors as you arrive. Please let the playing of the organ prelude signal a settling
time of quiet and meditation as we prepare ourselves for the Word of God.
PRELUDE
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTERLUDE/ACOLYTE
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)
I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name for ever and ever.
Every day I will bless you,
and praise your name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.

Psalm 145:1 - 3

*OPENING HYMN
Be Thou My Vision
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Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Nought be all else to me save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison)
We pray for your great wisdom, O God, to come to your people and set us free. Help
us hear what the Spirit is saying to the church this day. Amen.
A TIME WITH ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
O God, who makes known to us all truth, we confess that we are weighed down by our
failings; envy distances us from other people; greed alerts us only to our own desires.
Deal with us in your mercy, O God; forgive us, cleanse us, and teach us your ways.
A moment for silent prayer
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA PATRI (Unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
HEARING THE WORD
Jeremiah 11:18-20
18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil
deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from
the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O Lord of
hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon
them, for to you I have committed my cause.
Psalm 54
Save me, O God, by your name,
and vindicate me by your might.
Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
For the insolent have risen against me,
the ruthless seek my life;
they do not set God before them.
But surely, God is my helper;
the Lord is the upholder of my life.
He will repay my enemies for their evil.
In your faithfulness, put an end to them.
With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;
I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good.
For he has delivered me from every trouble,
and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.
James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts,
do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you
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commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Congregational Response
Spirit of the Living God
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Spirit of the living, God, fall afresh on me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Mark 9:30-37
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31for
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did
not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
33Then

they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
*HYMN
Let It Breathe on Me
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While I’m working, God, in your vineyard here,
I cannot serve without you near;
O come, blessed Spirit, so close to me
That I may feel you breathe on me.

Let it breathe on me, let it breathe on me,
Let the breath of the Spirit breathe on me,
Let it breathe on me, let it breathe on me,
Let the breath of God now breathe on me.

When the pathway, God, I cannot see,
When the way is hard, O breathe on me;
Give me grace to know when you are near,
Then, I pray, O Spirit, breathe on me.
SERMON

Rev. Tim Hall
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

INVITATION TO OFFERING
Offertory
*Doxology (Unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication (Unison)
We thank you for the wealth you shower on us daily, O Lord, and we witness the
marvelous goodness that comes from you. Transform these gifts into signs of welcome
for all who are touched by their use. Transform us into people who bless others
throughout each day, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER
Celebrations & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Silent Prayer
Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.
GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN
Won't You Let Me Be Your Servant
Won’t you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.

I will weep when you are weeping;
When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we’ve seen this journey through.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
We are travelers on the road;
We are here to help each other
Go the mile and bear the load.

When we sing to God in heaven
We shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the shadow of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.

Won’t you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.
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*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Please remain seated to enjoy the Postlude.
Notes:
(NC) New Century Hymnal (black)
(P) Pilgrim Hymnal (blue)
*All who are able, please stand
Please be aware that we are still under State of Maine restrictions for COVID Prevention, which
include requirements for face coverings & social distancing for all persons while in the church
building.
Certain prayers and responses in this bulletin have been adapted & reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the
Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Hymn Text from: The Pilgrim Hymnal, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio © 1986. Used by permission.
Hymn Text from: The New Century Hymnal, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio © 1995 Used by permission.
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The Flowers on our Communion Table this morning
are given to the Glory of God by Kim Smith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming in September
September 21
4 p.m.
September 24
2 p.m.
September 27
1 p.m.

Board of Deacons
No Neighbor Left Behind
Shawl Ministry
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